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The beginnings of  a new garden  with three levels chiseled out of shale bedrock .  













Sow was late coming during the winter of 2010-2011.  Most of it fell within a two-week period in mid February . Most 
of the snow  beside the drive was piled up by the snow blower  and a minimal amount of shoveling which protects the 
plants from hard frosts.  Most of the snow beyond the driveway  was  piled there by the City Council’s snowplough.  



When it comes to a choice of  spreading shrubs  they must be chosen for their ability to take heavy snow 
loads, such as this  ‘nest’  cultivar  of Norway  spruce .  





Bird life in the garden is plentiful.  The Blue jay tends to 
frequent the garden mostly in early spring, while  
American Robins  nest in the tree with the ivy and raise 
at least two broods of chicks.  But mostly it the finches 
that  forage in the garden year round.  









By  early May most of the snow has melted , By mid-June there ‘s  still a  a risk of frost and  and  deciduous 
tree will  still be leafless. So for shelter it is important to have a nice balance of deciduous and evergreen 
trees & shrub. Not merely for shelter but to advance the  growing season within the garden  by a month at 
the very least by increasing the  ‘heat sum’;  i.e., number growing degree days.   



The garden is very dynamic. For example, when snow starts melting  the Daphne is the first to bloom  and sometimes leafs before all the 
snow has melted.  Within a couple of weeks or so the Azalea  and wild annuals, such as Forget-me not (Myositis),  and bedstraw (Gallium) , 
are in full bloom.  In a sense the structure of the garden also changes  as emerging deciduous trees and shrubs blend in with cheerful  colors  
and ia highly variable structure of  trees and shrubs.  



Almost  July and the  rhododendrons have not bloomed and the potted begonias are suffering from cool nights .  



While Azaleas and company are blooming below, the  red oak has leafed  in yellow splendour, while  
new shoots of the Austrian pine buds  have emerged. 



Spring  (1.e., the frost-free period, doesn’t usually come till mid June when tulips  and the young leaves of Mongolian 
Elm, and the flowers of periwinkle ground cover make an appearance.  The main purpose of the Periwinkle (Vinca 
minor)  and English ivy  mixed  ground cover is to stabilize the shallow soils  on the bank.  Periwinkle does not choke 
bulbous plants or shrubs, but ivy will  if not controlled. Ivy and periwinkle can tolerate  extreme sub-zero  
temperatures  without  snow cover,  and will tend to grow under the snow cover.   



Despite increasing  perennials  and flowering shrubs within the garden, benefit greatly it will be July before 
soils the pots  have sustained warmth, particularly during the night,  that allow for sensitive annuals like 
begonia .  But the begonias will  bloom from late July until  October and  sometimes well into November.       



Sometimes the garden  is well advance, only to be snowed under by a late blast of winter.  Fortunately, late snow 
melts very quickly and is not cold enough to have  caused any frost damage. 





A sample of  spring  flowers which spend up to  up to 8 months under a heavy blanket of snow.   



Apart  from being tied up with string to  prevent  breakage  of branches,  this beautiful Azalea spends  up to 8 
months under 1-2 m of snow .  The Alberta spruce is not tied up and obviously keeps its shape.  



Moss tends to thrive especially in the cold damp and shady weather of early spring and fall.  But it is easily 
removed  with  a rake  and aerating with a stout garden fork and liming, as soon as the snow has melted.   
Otherwise, it is a bit a battle keeping the lawn free of moss without having to resort to chemical moss killers.  



Throught the  year some parts of the garden change more rapidly than others. This section has the most 
dramatic change every two weeks  or so.  



The main entrance to the back garden is on the west side, and it is notable  
for its  relatively rapid and dynamic  successional changes in the flora.    























The steps of the new patio  are an invitation to  a secluded part of the garden  and where the clothes drying  on a line are  
hidden behind the hemlock and shrubbery. 







In the spring of 2010, a  additional patio was built  in the northwest corner of the garden which was left partly 
open to  allow  for drying of clothes. This  gives a more ambient access to the clothes line and another great view 
of the garden where one can enjoy the cool breeses on a hot summer day.  This section also has  small collection of 
drwarf native willows mixed mixed in with low  shrubs.  















As soon as the snow has melted from this snow trap,  there’s a freshness  
and cheerfulness that banishes  memories of  a hard winter. 





Despite the enormous amount of snow and freezing  rain, the evergreens keep their shape .  Most of the 
deciduous trees and shrubs also withstand heavy snow and freezing rain – the exception being the Mongolian 
Elm in foreground, which has very delicate and brittle branches   



An elegant Mongolian Elm  once graced the back of the house . But , despite frequent trimming, it’s branches 
were too brittle to withstand  even light load od  of ice  which was a nuisance  when it rubbed against the 
house .  When it was finally removed  it was no great loss  in  the view from the  patio.     



Evening shadows do not diminish the pleasure of a colorful spring garden  



At a microscale, the garden is just as complex and colorful  with this mixture of Coral, yelow Japanese dwarf holly, Saxifrage 
and wild Maianthemum  and other plants set against a background of English holly.  



Ajuga, saxifrage and the evergreen Yellow Japanese dwarf holly  put on a long-lasting  colourful show   











To compensated for a relatively late frost-free and/or cold and miserably wet period in June  we have concentrated with plants that  are ‘early 
starters’ and  provide a rich tapestry of  bright and cheerful colour, form and structure. Let’s take a little tour by entering the garden via the 
driveway and exit on the right side.  



Usually from November 
and quite often into  late 

May this part of the 
garden is under a hard 
pack of snow and ice.  

 
However, the winter of 
2009-2010 has been a 
good year insofar  the 

garden was snow bound 
only from  late December 
to the middle of March.  

 
Most gardeners wrap 
their shrubs  for winter 
protecting .  WE DO NOT 
and as you can see  they 
are they survive very well 
under a blanket of more 
than a meter of heavy 
snow and ice for  up to 6 
months.  


















